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Overview of Presentation
• “Elevating Agriculture, Accelerating Food”

• About NASDA

• NASDA 2019 policy priorities 
▫ State and Federal Partnerships 

• We are all in this together – Future strategies and 
opportunities



About NASDA: Who We Are
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To grow and enhance agriculture by 
forging partnerships

and creating consensus
to achieve sound policy outcomes

between state departments of 
agriculture, the federal government, 

and stakeholders.

About NASDA: Our Mission





• Health/welfare
• Ag tech/precision
• Gene editing
• Trade/new 

markets
• Animal protein



• Plant health
• Ag tech/precision
• Gene editing
• Trade/new 

markets
• Climate



• Food/health
• Food retail
• Consumer 

choice



• Food safety
• Blockchain
• AI
• Data analytics



• Transparency
• Shared values
• Social media
• Facts not fear



• Rural development
• Financial security
• Rural stress
• HR talent
• Who will farm?





About NASDA: Our Affiliates

• 23 Active Affiliate Organizations -
Animal & plant health
Seed, fertilizer & feed control
Grain inspection
Food safety
Dairy, meat inspection
Weights & measures
Communications
Pesticide regulation
Technology  



About NASDA: Our Communications

• WWWW.NASDA.ORG
Check out our new mobile friendly website and 
subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

@NASDANews

@NASDADC



About NASDA: Our Meetings



Our 2019 Policy Priorities
• Growing International Trade
• Food Safety – Implementing the Food Safety 

Modernization Act (FSMA)
• Workforce Development
• Animal Biotechnology



State – Federal Partnerships

• Advancing the role of states – as co-regulators 
and not simply stakeholders

• Powerful united voice of the states
• Focus on NASDA policy priorities
• Work closely
▫ The Administration
▫ Food & Ag allies and stakeholders



International Trade
• Successful implementation of the U.S.-

Mexico-Canada Agreement to ensure U.S. 
Agriculture and Food sectors continue to have 
access to the vital North American Market

• New free trade agreements are needed to 
increase U.S. ag exports.

• Trade policy stability to avoid current and 
potential new retaliatory tariffs through 
negotiations. 





Food Safety -Implementation of FSMA

• NASDA advocates for science-based regulations that 
advance public health objectives and help secure 
consumer confidence in America’s food system.
▫ Four rules we most heavily engage on: Produce Safety Rule, 

Preventive Controls for Animal Food, Preventive Controls for 
Human food and Foreign Supplier Verification Program. 

• NASDA facilitating co-regulation with the FDA via 
Cooperative Agreements

• Produce Safety
▫ 46 states + 1 territory have cooperative agreements with FDA 

based on NASDA’s Model Implementation Framework
▫ Resolve complications in implementation of 

the Produce Safety Rule (PSR) on the state level



Implementation of FSMA (contd.)
▫ Produce tools that assist states in implementing the PSR
▫ Practical On Farm Readiness Review (OFRR)

 Voluntary assessments 
 Educate before and while we regulate
 Written with our extension partners from University of Florida, 

North Carolina State University, Michigan State University, and 
Rutgers University

 State or FDA staff trained to serve in all states & territories
 One state conducted over 30 OFRRs in less than 6 months

• Animal Food Safety
▫ Over 100 years of co-regulation
▫ Model Framework complete, moving to resource development



Workforce Development
• Labor shortages and a lack of skilled 

labor are persistent.

• How can we proactively address 
workforce challenges?

• NASDA is committed to filling the 
gaps in agriculture employment :
▫ Farmer mental health 
▫ Farm technologies/Safety
▫ New farmers
▫ Redefining what it means to work 

in agriculture
▫ Expanding agriculture career 

pathways



Animal Biotechnology
• Biotechnology plays a critical role in meeting a number of 

producer, consumer, and societal needs;

• Current regulation: Each specific genomic alteration is 
considered to be a separate new animal drug subject to new 
animal drug approval and requirements;

• NASDA urges a concerted effort to ensure that animal 
biotechnology products are approved in a timely manner, 
while supporting and encouraging education to consumers to 
increase understanding and acceptance 
of the technology.



NASDA’s 2018 Farm Bill Priorities



We Need a Farm Bill



NASDA Policy on Ag Research
• NASDA’s supports agriculture research funding 

at the state and federal level
▫ NIFA, (AFRI), ARS, NASS, ERS
▫ Support NC-FAR and FFAR 

• Focus: Producer-centered, applicable 
research to advance agriculture into the next 
century
▫ Economic viability, environmental 

health, technology, production tools
▫ A modern approach for the research and delivery 

system 



Enhancing Research through 
Partnerships

• State and stakeholder driven involvement
• Partnerships among NASDA, LGUs and 

USDA
• Incentives for public-private partnerships
• Programs and incentives aimed at regional 

cooperation should be employed 
to best use limited funding



NASDA Support for Extension 
Partnerships

• NASDA supports a close relationship with 
Extension

• The partnership critical to link urban and 
rural communities.

• Funding is needed at the local, state and 
federal levels to support Extension.



Women in Agriculture Project

Women’s Farm to Food 
Business Competition

Women in Agriculture Survey

Women’s Farm to Food Accelerator Program



Farm to School Initiative 

National Farm to School
Training for Farmers

Farm to School Survey

National Conference for 
State Dept. of Agriculture Staff





Science-based
Ag Policy

Working together



Hot Topics: 



Questions?
• Dr. Barb Glenn

CEO
(202) 296-9680
www.NASDA.org

@NASDANews

@NASDADC


